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PRESS RELEASE 

Düsseldorf, 8
th
 April 2015 

 
 

UPDATE: NRW-Forum Düsseldorf is becoming a vital factory of ideas for culture 

Alain Bieber, the new artistic director, is presenting a first year of dynamic programs at the con-

temporary culture centre in Düsseldorf's Ehrenhof 

 

Under the new artistic direction of Alain Bieber, the NRW-Forum Düsseldorf will present in 

the future – in addition to popularly and intelligently conceived exhibitions on 

photography, visual art, design, architecture, media art and creative industry – also new 

presentational formats, interdisciplinary collaborative projects and surprising outreach 

offerings. Eight days after officially assuming office, Alain Bieber has announced a 

stimulating schedule of programs for the current year and offered a taste of what is to 

come in 2016. Bieber was previously the editor-in-chief of ARTE Creative and has made 

a name for himself internationally with numerous exhibitions and artistic projects as well 

as through his art blog rebel:art. 

 

International and Interactive 

“The NRW-Forum Düsseldorf will become an international cultural center, a vital factory of 

ideas for the entire family,” says Bieber in describing his conceptual approach for 

reorienting the institution. “We will take up current social themes in exhibitions, festivals, 

symposiums, workshops, film screenings and of course also in virtual space, and will 

translate them in a comprehensible, intelligent and surprising manner.” Bieber's goal is 

that the NRW-Forum Düsseldorf will again become one of the most important cultural 

institutions in Germany. 

The German-Frenchman sees the opportunity for a new corporate identity as well. 

Together with the international agency KesselsKramer, he is working on the institution's 

new appearance and will presumably present it at the start of his first exhibition in 

Düsseldorf in September 2015. Moreover, the NRW-Forum Düsseldorf will again become 

active on social networks: fans and followers can subscribe to news and program tips on 

Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube. “We intend to use digital communication for 

outreach work as well,” announces Bieber. 

It has first become clear with 1UP – The Live Magazine of Ideas that Alain Bieber will 

bring a genre-transcending program and a mix of high and popular culture to the NRW-

Forum Düsseldorf. The Museum Night on 18
th
 April 2015 marked the beginning of this 

new series of programs curated and moderated by Alain Bieber in cooperation with the 

Technical College of Düsseldorf. Once a month, international and local authors, artists 

and creative persons will present their innovative ideas from technology, digital culture, 

art, science, business and design – for which they have exactly seven minutes. Bieber 

promises: “Each  time this will be different, surprising and new.” 
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Far Eastern Art 

From 15
th
 May to 30

th
 August 2015, the NRW-Forum Düsseldorf is participating in the 

extensive exhibition project CHINA 8 – Contemporary Art from China on the Rhine and 

Ruhr. “Under the title Overview – Views of China, we will present a summarizing 

perspective on the participating artists,” says Alain Bieber. The project is organized under 

the aegis of the Stiftung für Kunst und Kultur e.V., whose managing director, Professor 

Walter Smerling, is the initiator of CHINA 8 and also the curator of the exhibition in 

Düsseldorf. “We would like to invite visitors on a tour through contemporary art in China 

at nine exhibition halls located at eight sites in North Rhine-Westphalia,” says Smerling. 

 

The Digital Self 

“I photograph, I document; therefore I am.” The debut exhibition of Alain Bieber in 

Düsseldorf, EGO UPDATE. The Future of the Digital Identity, focuses on the 

phenomenon of the selfie and examines how the fundamental question of humanity “Who 

am I?” is being shaped, altered and developed further under the influence of the digital 

media. How do digital and technological world-events intervene in human identity – and 

what kind of society will ultimately emerge from this influence? How are our notions of 

identity and our personal wishes marked or even created by digital communication? 

With 23 national and international positions, EGO UPDATE. The Future of Digital Identity 

provides food for thought and offers possible answers. The cross-medial group exhibition, 

accompanied by performances and a film program along with a barcamp and Internet 

activities, may be visited from 18
th
 September 2015 to 17

th
 January 2016 at the NRW-

Forum Düsseldorf. It is a collaborative project with the Goethe Institute. 

 

Fashionable Start into the New Year 

With the start of the Duesseldorf Photo Weekends on 11
th
 February 2016, the NRW-

Forum Düsseldorf will present in cooperation with London's Victoria and Albert Museum a 

comprehensive retrospective of one of the most important fashion photographers of the 

twentieth century: Horst: Photographer of Style. The touring exhibition will be on view in 

Düsseldorf through 22
th
 May 2016; its only station in Germany will be in the fashion- and 

lifestyle-metropolis on the Rhine. 

 

“Alain Bieber will lead the NRW-Forum Düsseldorf into the digital age and will open the 

institution to even more young, creative ideas,” says Hans-Georg Lohe, the head of the 

culture department in the capital city of the state of North Rhine-Westphalia. 


