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EXHIBITIONS 2026

SEX NOW
until 3. Mai 2026

DIE GROSSE 
Art Exhibition Düsseldorf

5 July - 9 August 2026

ASIA POP
18 September 2026 - May 2027
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SEX NOW
until 3 May 2026

Sex can connect, liberate, hurt and control people. With the exhibition SEX NOW, the 
NRW-Forum Düsseldorf invites visitors to discover lust, bodies and desire in all their 
complexity. From latex fashion, furniture design, photography and media art to dolls and 
toys: featuring around 400 objects across ten themed rooms, the show stages an 
intimate dialogue about sexuality and society. It explores erotic fantasies, queer 
perspectives and new realities – free of taboos and stigmas. To accompany the 
exhibition, the NRW-Forum is also launching its own OnlyFans account to share 
exclusive material and uncensored glimpses behind the scenes.

SEX NOW presents ten rooms of artists, designers and activists whose work contributes 
to sexual emancipation and gives sexual minorities greater visibility. The exhibition is 
intended to educate visitors about a subject that – despite the sexual revolution and the 
commercialisation of sex – is still characterised by inequality and shame.

SEX NOW is open to visitors aged 18 and over. It features artistic works with explicit 
sexual content.

Pleun van Dijk, Objects of Desire, 2021, photo: © Nahmlos
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DIE GROSSE
Art Exhibition Düsseldorf

5. Juli bis 9. August 2026

In 2025, NRW-Forum, Kunstpalast, and Ehrenhof will once again host Germany’s 
largest exhibition organised by artists for artists. Outdoor sculptures will create a 
visual link between the two well-known art institutions in Düsseldorf.

Since 1902, the Verein zur Veranstaltung von Kunstausstellungen e.V. (Association 
for the Organisation of Art Exhibitions) has provided a unique platform for the 
exchange of ideas between artists, art enthusiasts and art buyers.

Visitors have the opportunity to purchase works directly on site, bypassing the 
gallery. The selection of participating artists is made each year by a rotating jury 
from a pool of numerous applications. Featured works include those in painting, 
photography, printmaking, sculpture, installation and video.

Organisation: Verein zur Veranstaltung von Kunstausstellungen e.V.

DIE GROSSE, 2025, photo: © Morgaine Prinz
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ASIA POP
18 September 2026 - May 2027

Comics, film, food and much more – East Asian pop culture has become a decisive force 
in shaping the global mainstream. With ASIA POP, the NRW-Forum presents the first 
comprehensive exhibition in Germany devoted to this development and its cultural-
political, economic and aesthetic influence. From kawaii characters such as Hello Kitty 
and animated films by Studio Ghibli, to K-pop groups like BTS and games such as Black 
Myth: Wukong, ASIA POP presents the full breadth of East Asian popular culture. In 
Düsseldorf, home to Germany’s largest East Asian community, the NRW-Forum presents 
a visual, sonic and culinary panorama across 1,200 square metres and around 400 works.

The exhibition focuses on China, Hong Kong, Japan, South Korea and Taiwan. Each 
deploys popular culture in different ways as a form of so-called soft power – exporting 
cultural products to generate economic and political influence on a global scale. The 
show sheds light on these strategies and asks how authenticity, identity and 
appropriation are negotiated in this context. The exhibition is organised thematically 
around areas of everyday life – Beauty, fashion, film and television, gaming and music – 
through which different facets of Asia Pop come into focus.

Takumi Ogata, What is kawaii, 2022 © takumi2ndtonkotsu  @artist_takumi_ogata
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Further Informations and press images are available at:

https://www.nrw-forum.de/en/press

NRW-Forum Düsseldorf
Ehrenhof 2
D 40479 Düsseldorf

info@kunstpalast.de
T +49 211-566 42-100

www.nrw-forum.de

Opening hours

tuesday until sunday
thursday
monday

11-18 pm
11-21 pm
closed
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